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Sue finished her General Nursing and Midwifery in the 1970's in Victoria, then worked 
in operating theatres for a number of years. She worked her way up though the ranks to 
eventually becoming a theatre charge nurse in the private sector. Sue loved teaching by 
using humour and the theatre staff encouraged her to pursue her dream. She began 
teaching in 1979 in Bendigo, Victoria and completed her Bachelor of Education 
(Nursing) and Graduate Diploma in Teaching (Nursing) and in the 1980’s. Sue then 
completed her Masters in Nursing in 1997.  
 

 
Sue’s currently a clinical teacher for Monash University, preparing 2nd & 3rd year undergraduates to 
work in the wards and the operating room. She is also a Clinical Nurse Specialist (CNS) in the busy 
Peninsula Private hospital, working in the Recovery Room.  
 
Sue’s clinical and teaching specialities are Perioperative Nursing, Day Surgery and Medical/Surgical 
Nursing. Her greatest love is "Healing with Humour" and she carries this subject into the wider 
community as one of the "Two Great Fun Bags" – you can visit their Website: 

www.twogreatfunbags.com.au 
 

Sue has an avid interest in the organ and tissue exchange programmes, and for 8 years, she was the 
Australian National Representative for the Royal College of Nursing on A.D.A.P.T. (which was the 
Australasian Donor Awareness Programme for Transplantation) and is now 'Australians Donate'.  
 
Sue has been a committee member for ASPAAN (Australian Society of Anaesthesia and Post 
Anaesthesia Nurses) and the Victorian Perioperative Nurses’ Group. As well as these, Sue is 
currently an active a member the ANF, Transplant Nurses Association, Day Surgery Nurses 
Association and is a Fellow with the Royal Australian College of Nurses. 
Sue is on the Editorial Board of the 'Collegian', the National Journal published by RCNA 

 
Sue has had numerous articles published regarding her (sometimes provocative) views on nurse 
education and its inherent problems, particularly operating room nursing, Day Surgery and tertiary 
education for nurses. She has presented many papers at both National conferences and 
Internationally in Toronto, Canada; Little Rock, Arkansas; Leeds, England; Venice, Italy, Geneva, 
Switzerland and Launceston in Tasmania!  
 
Sue has received numerous grants from various foundations and support groups to assist her 
endeavours both nationally and overseas. 
 
By far Sue's greatest achievement is to use her humour at conferences, workshops and fun-raising 
venues. She is greatly sought after as her style of humour is infectious, witty and even the toughest 
'nuts' will crack up with laughter. She keeps her skills honed at the local RSL where she calls Bingo 
as a bit of community service and in her 'spare' time, she makes jam for the oldies. 
 
Sue is a passionate, funny and entertaining speaker who exudes energy and a contagious 
enthusiasm for her subject. Her straight-forward style of humour allows her to connect with 
any group and inspire them to succeed through laughter. 
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